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THEUNIVERSITYOFJORDAN

SchoolofMedicine-FamilyandCommunityMedicineDepartment

ScientificMedicalResearch(3rdMedicalYear)

FirstSemester2022/2023

Duringthiscourse,studentsareexpectedtoworkwithin
researchindependentresearchteams.

 Eachgroupwillbeassignedtoanadvisorwhoisfacultymemberatthe
universityofJordan.

 Eachgroupwillbeassignedaresearchtopicutilizingtheresearchdatathat
willbeassignedforthiscourse.

 Eachgroupwillexecutetherequireddataanalysisaccordingtothe
developedresearchquestionswithineachteam.

 Eachgroupwillwritearesearchreportconsistingof10pages(criteriain
appendix1)followingthedirectionofyourresearchgroupadvisor/faculty.

 Eachadvisor/facultywillscheduleaweeklyvirtualmeetingwithher/his
studentsaccordingtotheiravailability.

 Duringeachvirtualmeetinggeneralissuesrelatedtoresearchprocesswill
bediscussedandclarified.

 Studentswillfollowtheinstructionoftheiradvisor/facultywithintheir
groupsandmightmeetindependentlyand/orwiththeiradvisoraccordingto
theirspecificneeds.

 Duedateofsubmission:20thJanuary2022.
 Nolatesubmissionswillbeacceptedbeyondthedeadline.
 Pleasesubmittheassignmentselectronicallythroughemailtoyouradvisor

onthedaythattheyaredue.Whensubmittingtheassignments,please
nametheassignmentsaccordingtoyourgroupnumber.



2

Appendix1:ResearchProjectReport

Theresearchreportshouldconsistof10doublespacedpages,withfont12times
newroman.Theaim ofthispaperistoreportonsecondarydataanalysisofagiven
dataset.Theresearchtopicwillbeassignedtoyoubyyourinstructor.Basedon
whatyouhavelearnedinyourtheoryresearchclass,youwillbeworkingongroupsto
finalizeyourresearchreportattheendofthesemester.Usingthefollowingcriteria
forevaluation.

Thisresearchpapershouldincludethefollowingchaptersorsections(1-5),withthe
relevantelementswithineachsection,andshouldincludereferencesand
appendicesifrequired.

Criteria Grade% Studentgrade/
Comments

1.Introduction.

a.ProvideSufficientbackgroundinformation
b.Clearpresentationofthesignificanceofthestudy
c.provideconclusivesummeryattheendofthe

introduction
d.Stateresearchquestionsclearly

15

2.ReviewoftheLiterature.

a.Theliteraturereviewedisrelatedtotheresearch
problem area.

b.Thissectionshowssufficientdepthandbreadthof
theresearchedtopic.

c.Utilizerecentresearchstudieswithinthelast5
years.

15

3.Methods: 25
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a. Design.Describetheresearchdesignandrationale
forselection.

b. Setting.Describewherethestudywasconducted.
c. Population.Describethestudyreferenceand

accessiblepopulation
d. SampleandSampling.Sampleselection

procedures,sizeandrationale.Anyinclusionand
exclusioncriteriaifapplicable.

e.Instruments.Describetheresearchinstrumentsfor
collectingdatawithaviewtotheirappropriateness
totheresearchbeingconducted.Present
informationregardingtheirvalidityandreliability.

f. EthicalConsideration.Describeresearchprocedure
andrelevantmeasuretoensureprotectionof
humansubjectrights.

g.DataAnalysis.Describethemeansbywhichthe
datawereanalyzed.

4.Results.

a.Describeorlistmajorstudyfindings.
b.Presentdatainasuitableformat,e.g.:tables,

graphsandcharts.

20

5.Discussion.

a.Discussrelevanceoffindingsinlightofresearch
evidenceandpreviousstudiesinadditiontothe
purpose,researchquestions/hypotheses.

b.Resultsaccuratelyappliedtothediscussion.
c.conclusionsarebasedontheresults.
d.Theconclusionsmustbeappropriateforthe

reportedfindings.
e.Identifyrelevantimplicationsofthestudyfindings.
f. Identifystudylimitationsbothmethodologicaland

theoretical.

20
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6.References.

a.ListreferencescitedinthetextinAPAformat.
b.Allreferencesusedinthereportarereportedinthe

referenceslist

5

7.Appendices.

Copiesofquestionnaires,interviewguides,scoring
instructions,lettersofrequesttoagenciesfor
participation,consentform,instructionstobeprovided
tosubjectsareincluded.

-

HelpfultipsintheResearchProcess

Thefollowingstepsoutlineasimpleandeffectivestrategyforwritingaresearch
paper.Dependingonyourfamiliaritywiththetopicandthechallengesyouencounter
alongtheway,youmayneedtorearrangethesesteps.

Step1:Identifyanddevelopyourtopic
Selectingatopiccanbethemostchallengingpartofaresearchassignment.
Sincethisistheveryfirststepinwritingapaper,itisvitalthatitbedonecorrectly.
Herearesometipsforselectingatopic:

a.Selectatopicwithintheparameterssetbytheassignment.Manytimes
yourinstructorwillgiveyouclearguidelinesastowhatyoucanand
cannotwriteabout.Failuretoworkwithintheseguidelinesmayresultin
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yourproposedpaperbeingdeemedunacceptablebyyourinstructor.
b.Selectatopicofpersonalinteresttoyouandlearnmoreaboutit.The

researchforandwritingofapaperwillbemoreenjoyableifyouarewriting
aboutsomethingthatyoufindinteresting.

c.Selectatopicforwhichyoucanfindamanageableamountofinformation.
Doapreliminarysearchofinformationsourcestodeterminewhether
existingsourceswillmeetyourneeds.Ifyoufindtoomuchinformation,
youmayneedtonarrowyourtopic;ifyoufindtoolittle,youmayneedto
broadenyourtopic.

d.Beoriginal.Yourinstructorreadshundredsofresearchpaperseveryyear,
andmanyofthem areonthesametopics(topicsinthenewsatthetime,
controversialissues,subjectsforwhichthereisampleandeasily
accessedinformation).Standoutfrom yourclassmatesbyselectingan
interestingandoff-the-beaten-pathtopic.

e.Stillcan'tcomeupwithatopictowriteabout?Seeyourinstructorfor
advice.
Onceyouhaveidentifiedyourtopic,itmayhelptostateitasaquestion.
Forexample,ifyouareinterestedinfindingoutabouttheepidemicof
obesityintheJordanianpopulation,youmightposethequestion"What
arethecausesofobesityinJordan?"Byposingyoursubjectasaquestion
youcanmoreeasilyidentifythemainconceptsorkeywordstobeusedin
yourresearch.

Step2:Doapreliminarysearchforinformation
Beforebeginningyourresearchinearnest,doapreliminarysearchtodetermine
whetherthereisenoughinformationoutthereforyourneedsandtosetthe
contextofyourresearch.Lookupyourkeywordsintheappropriatetitlesinthe
library'sReferencecollection(suchasencyclopediasanddictionaries)andin
othersourcessuchasourcatalogofbooks,periodicaldatabases,andInternet
searchengines.Additionalbackgroundinformationmaybefoundinyourlecture
notes,textbooks,andreservereadings.Youmayfinditnecessarytoadjustthe
focusofyourtopicinlightoftheresourcesavailabletoyou.

Step3:Locatematerials
Withthedirectionofyourresearchnowcleartoyou,youcanbeginlocating
materialonyourtopic.Thereareanumberofplacesyoucanlookforinformation:
Ifyouarelookingforbooks,doasubjectsearchintheAlephcatalog.AKeyword
searchcanbeperformedifthesubjectsearchdoesn'tyieldenoughinformation.
Printorwritedownthecitationinformation(author,title,etc.)andthelocation
(callnumberandcollection)oftheitem(s).Notethecirculationstatus.Whenyou
locatethebookontheshelf,lookatthebookslocatednearby;similaritemsare
alwaysshelvedinthesamearea.TheAlephcatalogalsoindexesthelibrary's
audio-visualholdings.
Usethelibrary's electronicperiodicaldatabasestofindmagazineandnewspaper
articles.Choosethedatabasesandformatsbestsuitedtoyourparticulartopic;
askatthelibrarianattheReferenceDeskifyouneedhelpfiguringoutwhich
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databasebestmeetsyourneeds.Manyofthearticlesinthedatabasesare
availableinfull-textformat.
Usesearchengines(Google,Yahoo,etc.)andsubjectdirectoriestolocate
materialsontheInternet.Checkthe InternetResources sectionoftheNHCC
Librarywebsiteforhelpfulsubjectlinks.

Step4:Evaluateyoursources
SeetheCARSChecklistforInformationQualityfortipsonevaluatingthe
authorityandqualityoftheinformationyouhavelocated.Yourinstructorexpects
thatyouwillprovidecredible,truthful,andreliableinformationandyouhaveevery
righttoexpectthatthesourcesyouuseareprovidingthesame.Thisstepis
especiallyimportantwhenusingInternetresources,manyofwhichareregarded
aslessthanreliable.

Step5:Makenotes
Consulttheresourcesyouhavechosenandnotetheinformationthatwillbe
usefulinyourpaper.Besuretodocumentallthesourcesyouconsult,evenifyou
thereisachanceyoumaynotusethatparticularsource.Theauthor,title,
publisher,URL,andotherinformationwillbeneededlaterwhencreatinga
bibliography.

Step6:Writeyourpaper
Beginbyorganizingtheinformationyouhavecollected.Thenextstepisthe
roughdraft,whereinyougetyourideasonpaperinanunfinishedfashion.This
stepwillhelpyouorganizeyourideasanddeterminetheform yourfinalpaper
willtake.Then,revisethedraftasmanytimesasyouthinknecessarytocreatea
finalproduct.

Step7:Citeyoursourcesproperly
Givecreditwherecreditisdue;citeyoursources.
Citingordocumentingthesourcesusedinyourresearchservestwopurposes:it
givespropercredittotheauthorsofthematerialsused,anditallowsthosewho
arereadingyourworktoduplicateyourresearchandlocatethesourcesthatyou
havelistedasreferences.The AMAandthe APAStylesaretwopopularcitation
formats.
Failuretociteyoursourcesproperlyisplagiarism.Plagiarism isavoidable!

Step8:Proofread
throughthetextandcheckforanyerrorsinspelling,grammar,andpunctuation.
Makesurethesourcesyouusedarecitedproperly.Makesurethemessagethat
youwanttogetacrosstothereaderhasbeenthoroughlystated.


